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Abstract 
This project examines the impact that Porgy and Bess had on race 
relations between black and white Americans. In writing the opera, 
Gershwin approached the African American community with a 
respect uncommon during the early twentieth century. However, there 
is considerable discussion as to whether or not Gershwin 
accomplished that goal. After all, he was a white man trying to 
portray black culture. I have considered the perception of the opera 
by critics on both sides. I conclude that the opera is a paradox, 
serving to advance the role of African American culture on one hand, 
while still leaving much authenticity to be desired on the other. 
Carolyn has been advised in this presentation by 
Taylor Ferranti, Associate Professor of Vocal Music, 
and 
Sandra Yang, Assistant Professor of Music History. 
This project is presented in partial fulfillment of the 
Bachelor of Arts in music degree. 
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